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SUBJECT: GOWON RETURNS FROM COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE 

SUMMARY: GOWON TERMS COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE A SUCCESS 
AND DISCUSSES SR ON RETURN TO LAGOS. END SUMMARY 

1. ON HIS RETURN TO LAGOS FROM OTTAWA COMMONWEALTH 
CONFERENCE, GOWON COMMENTED TO REPORTERS THAT SPIRIT 

OF UNDERSTANDING WHICH REIGNED THROUGHOUT DELIBERATIONS 
HAD FURTHER STRENGTHENED HIS HOPES AND FAITH IN FUTURE 
OF COMMONWEALTH. HE DESCRIBED CONFERENCE AS HIGHLY 
SUCCESSFUL AND EMPHASIZED THAT MEETING PROVIDED FORUM 
WHERE EACH HEAD OF GOVERNMENT WAS ABLE FRANKLY TO AIR 
HIS VIEWS. HE PRAISED TRUDEAU AND HIS GOVERNMENT FOR 
HOSPITALITY GIVEN DURING CONFERENCE AND EXPRESSED HIS 
GRATITUDE FOR CORDIAL RECEPTION EXTENDED TO HIM. 

2. GOWONNOTED THAT COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES WERE 
VERY CONCERNED ABOUT SITUATION IN SR. WHEN ASKED 
TO COMMENT ON REPORTED HEALTH STATEMENT THAT HE 
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WAR WITH SR OR SA, GOWON REPLIED THAT HE REGARDED 
STATEMENT AS PERSONAL OPINION WITH WHICH HE DID NOT 
NECESSARILY AGREE. HE FURTHER NOTED THAT AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES WERE DOING SOMETHING ABOUT SITUATION IN 
SR AND THAT THEY WOULD NOT BLOW THEIR TRUMPET SHOULD 
THEY DECIDE TO CRUSH SMITH'S REGIME. HE DESCRIBED 
DETENTION OF AFRICAN LEADERS IN SR AS SETBACK TO 

USEFUL DISCUSSIONS AIMED AT RESOLVING INDEPENDENCE 
DEADLOCK. 

3. COMMENT: GO WON'S AIRPORT REMARKS ON ARRIVAL 
APPEAR TO HAVE DEALT EXCLUSIVELY WITH SITUATION IN 
SR. FROM ALL OUTWARD APPEARANCES GOWON SEEMS TO 
HAVE ACQUITTED HIMSELF WITH DISTINCTION AT HIS FIRST 
COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. 

4. FOR OTTAWA: WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ASSESSMENT 
EMBASSY OTTAWA MIGHT HAVE ON GOWON PERFORMANCE 
DURING CONFERENCE. 

REINHARDT 
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